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recently convicted and is serving imprisonment in the Hyderabad
jail has been deprived of the Koran. Is it because the Maulvi is
comparatively unknown that the Koran has been taken away from
him and not from the distinguished prisoners of Karachi ? It is
this kind of thoughtless and unnecessary persecution that breeds
ill will which it is difficult to check. No one minds a fair fight,
but the deprivation of his religious book from a prisoner is the
extreme of meanness.
PREJUDICE AND INSOLENCE
A correspondent from the Tanjore District writes, saying that
he and his brother though Brahmins felt that rather than lead a
lazy life, they should do some work and they "turned their hands
to the plough." So they began agriculture. Thereupon their
fellow-villagers became disgusted and excommunicated them.
They however remained firm in their resolve. When the Shankara-
charya of Kumbakonam visited their part of the District, they went
with their offering which was rejected because they had commit-
ted the sin of labouring for their livelihood. My correspondent
tells me he is not at all put out by the Shankaracharya's action.
I congratulate the brothers on their public spirit. Excommunica-
tion from a tyrannical society is indeed a reward of merit and
should be welcomed. To say that a Brahmin should not touch
the plough is a parody of varnaskrama and a prostitution of the
meaning of the Bhagavad Gita. Surely the qualities predominantly
ascribed to the different divisions are not denied to the others. Is
bravery to be the prerogative only of the Kshatriya and restraint
only of the Brahmin? Are Brahmins, Kshatriyas and Sudras
not to protect the cow? Can anyone remain a Hindu without
readiness to die for the cow? Yet strangely enough, I have a letter
from the Madras Presidency seriously telling me, that cow-protec-
tion has nothing to do with any but the Vaisyas. When there is
so much ignorance combined with insolence, the best thing to do
is to incur all risks and pursue the path of reform expecting time
to prove the truth of one's position. If we combine love with
firmness, we shall disarm all opposition in the end* Reformers may
neither relent nor become angry.
KHADI IN THEATRES
A correspondent suggests, that if all the theatres at Bombay
and elsewhere only adopted khadi for their costumes, the use of
khadi would become still more fashionable than it is akeady. The
idea is certainly good. But its enforcement largely depends upon